Neurodevelopmental Disabilities

A Comprehensive Residency Training

Program Incorporating Pediatrics,

Child Neurology,

and Allied Fields

(Genetics, Physiatry, Psychiatry)

The Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (NDD)
Residency Program is a joint effort of the American Board of Pediatrics and the American Board of
Psychiatry and Neurology to provide an interdisciplinary and comprehensive program for training
physicians in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities.

In 1999, the American Board of Medical

The study of brain development leads to
greater understanding and remediation of
neurodevelopmental challenges.

Specialties recognized the subspecialty of Neurodevelopmental Disabilities. The first subspecialty
examinations took place in 2001. This subspecialty
provides specialized training for physicians
interested in academic careers evaluating and
managing children with neurodevelopmental
disorders. It also provides opportunities for
developing research that increases our knowledge
of these disorders and how to treat them.

"We wanted to train our own
students better than we were trained."
—Dr. Bruce Shapiro, Kennedy Krieger Institute

The NDD residency involves a rigorous six-year
residency program that combines pediatric and
neurological training in the relevant basic sciences
with supervised clinical training in diagnosing and
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sensory awareness, cognition, language, and socialization in children.

childhood. This component includes clinical trainThe four-year curriculum follows successful
completion of two core years of pediatrics
in an ACGME-approved training program.

ing in neurodevelopmental disabilities as well as
training in interdisciplinary team approaches to
treating children with these disorders.
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The purpose of this training component is to
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Research training and experiences are included

approaches for managing brain disorders of
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3. Specialty Content:

Didactic Components
a. Residents learn the fundamentals of specific
diagnostic and management strategies of the
1.

Residents obtain a sufficient background in the

major neurodevelopmental disabilities including,

basic sciences upon which child neurology and
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b. Residents learn the appropriate instruments for
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Bioethics, economics and end-of-life content:

neuropsychological assessment and how to

Residents receive instruction in the bioethics

apply developmental measurements and scales.

and economics of medicine, particularly as
they apply to individuals with chronic disabling
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conditions. Residents also receive instruction
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d. Residents learn strategies for pharmacological
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Conferences:
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Residents regularly attend conferences in the
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neurological and neurodevelopmental societies.
Residents are periodically responsible for the

f. Residents learn how to secure, organize, and
manage patient resources and treatment.

design and presentation of clinical conferences.

Program Requirements

Training in neurodevelopmental disabilities must
be preceded by the successful completion of at
least 24 months of pediatric residency training in a
program accredited by the ACGME. The program
director will review and approve the acceptability
of these initial years of training. This training must
satisfy the requirements for board certification in
pediatrics by the American Board of Pediatrics or
its equivalent.

The Nine Accredited University
Training Programs

For more information or to request an application, please
contact the training program directors.
Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children’s Hospital:
Sherry Sellers Vinson M.D., MEd 832-822-3425 ssellers@bcm.tmc.edu
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh:
Miya Asato, M.D. 412-692-6207 asatomr@upmc.edu
George Washington University/Children’s National Medical Center:
Elliot S. Gersh, M.D. 240-568-7031 egersh@cnmc.org

Harvard University/Children’s Hospital Boston:
David K. Urion, M.D. 617-355-7819 David.Urion@childrens.harvard.edu
Johns Hopkins University/Kennedy Krieger Institute:
Bruce K. Shapiro, M.D. 443-923-9136 Shapiro@kennedykrieger.org

Our Mission
Oregon Health and Science University:
Peter A. Blasco, M.D. 503-494-2756 blascop@ohsu.edu
University of Cincinnati/Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center:
Donald L. Gilbert, M.D. 513-636-7558 Donald.Gilbert@cchmc.org
University of Indiana:
Julie K. Keck, M.D. 317-274-4846 dfaires@iupui.edu
University of Texas Southwestern Medical School:
Patricia Evans, M.D. 214-456-8470 patricia.evans@utsouthwestern.edu

To study human brain development
and its clinical manifestations in the most
comprehensive and knowledgeable way.
To give back to our patients the
most compassionate and helpful response.

